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Canada's cycling industry s rich and deep, dating back to the ate 18008 when Blcycles were the only alternative to walk-
Ing or horse and buggles for transportation. Today, there are approximataly 1,000 bike shops scross Canada. Nearly every

clty In the country has a blke shop of some sort serving everything from the youngest newcomers to the sport to elite rac-

ers. But what many don’t realize is Canada s also home to some of the oidest bike shops In North America. Some shops
have been operating for nearly a full century — one even longer than that — which is a remarkable achievement in this day

and age. After significant research, we've put together what we hope ls a complate liat of the 10 clidest bike shops in

Canada with a brief hetory of thelr baginnings.

1, Savage's Bicycle Centre
Fredencion, NoB., 1807

Opened in 18597, Savages & saoond
anly to Kepp's Cycle Shop (1891) of
Poew Jerey a3 the ofdess bike thop in
Nonh Amrica The busings has
stayed |m the family foe its entiee
exiviene and today B owned and
operated by Matt Savage, an avid
biker. The stare has been located in
nuamerows locations over the years,
bt Has always been located within
1 one-block radfus of the oaiginal
itofe. Savages B curently getting
resdy to move imbo a foomer 1914
firehosase. “I'm msost proud of ous
ability 1o adapl,” Main Savage L1y,
“lhere are compankes with 25 years
wncker 1her beli wha -.p_-.al.' o hri-"g
around Forever”, Most |"'?"|E'|'-' Can'’y
fathem being around fioe this long.”
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2. Western &
Reging, Sask., 1912

fenving Sakatchewan for 94 years,
Western. Cycle Is the province's
higgest bike sthop, Current cwnir
Brian Sterines bought the business
abaut 30 years ago and now runs it
aul ol a threestary bailding n
Regina. Though it has always beena
bicycle and sporiing woods store,
cycling has always boen one of the
store’s maln fooases
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3, Duke's Cycle

Teronlo, OnL, 1914

I vouwre a opclist in Toromnbo,
chagkoes are youi v visived Daude’s
o Cucen, The progualar stoee fod
both commuters and competitive
cyclists was opendd in 1974 by
Alexander Duke as a general
sporting-goods store, After World
War 1, Alexander’s son Henry
ook over, and by the énd of the
19eik, the store had shifted its
focus  primarily o
Today, it still operates at 625
Cneeen Streel, though now it
DoCiples 628 (heen as wiell

Icycles

Alexander Duke’s grandson Gagy
s the stope, but his father and
mather still help out a few days a
week. As for the future, Gary fig-
ures his two danghters aren’t
interested in taking over the
shop, 20 he has his fingers
ciossid one of his frandchildsen
willl take bhis place dosn e roacd.

4. Stephen Licence Lid
Brileville, Ont, 1918
Sephen Charles Licence and his
Brothers ran a store in Toranto (o
the early 19005 before he went b
Belleville and opened his bioycle
sl in 1908, It was mun exch-
sively as a hike shop for the frst
15 years beftore adding penenal
Sports euEpment. The shoge was
parcnased by emploves:  Alex
McGlashon In 1952 when
Licenoe died, but he affered il
back to the Licence family five
years later and It was bought by
the founder’s son and daaghter-
in-lav. Today Licence’s grandson
kevin Bongard owng and oper
Ales ine stoge ina 6, 00-aquare-
location  in downibown
Hedleville. The shop deals in béoy.
chs during the div montls and
focuses on hobby supplies in the
winfer
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