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THE PROBLEM

Overtaking motorists are consistently the most
common cause of death for people who bike.
While the specifics of each crash may be different,
and overtaking crashes may be a relatively

small portion of all bicycle-involved crashes,

there is no denying that motorists overtaking
bicyclists are a clear threat to bicyclists.

Without clear laws that specifically make it illegal
to overtake a bicyclist unsafely there is no basis
for law enforcement, judges, and juries to ensure
that bicyclists are protected and/or compensated
when they are injured due to unsafe passing.

THE SOLUTION

Safe passing laws that provide a defined distance for
motorists overtaking a bicyclist are a clear response to
the threat that overtaking motorists pose to bicyclists.
To have maximum effect these laws should be:

1. CLEAR- they should define a minimum
safe passing distance with an easy to remember
standard that can be communicated in public
signage and other public messages.

2. ENFORCEABLE - they should provide

a consistent basis for enforcement that can
be used by law enforcement officers.

3. STATEWIDE - they should be statewide

to minimize local sighage requirements and
to be integrated into statewide licensing
and education programs for drivers.

Learn more at WWW.BIKELEAGUE.ORG



SAFE PASSING LAW FACTS

A 2014 review of media reports by the
League of American Bicyclists found that
40% of deaths with reported crash types

35 STATES have taken were rear-end crashes, likely resulting from
our Safe Passing Law .
Bicycle Friendly Action! unsafe passing.

)) Learn more at https://bikeleague.org/sites/de
fault/files/EBC_report_final.pdf.

have

updated/adopted Data from the Insurance Institute for High -
their Safe Passing Law

since 2016 way Safety suggests that 45% of bicyclist
deaths may be due to unsafe passing. Even

g e where no crash occurs, unsafe passing con
‘assing Law that meets X . . .
our Bicycle Friendly tributes to bicyclist attitudes towards safety
Actlon criteria and motor vehicles.
) Learn more at http://www.iihs.org/iihs/sr/status.
See each state’s law at bikeleague.org/bike-law-university report/article/50/3/3
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Rank aw driving very close to them - the most com-
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